. Normal gross morphology of the control LR-Cre transgenic eyes. Schematic diagram of LR-Cre (A) and PaxB (B) transgenic constructs. Three copies of the lens-specific ectoderm enhancer (EE) derived from the Pax6 gene were cloned upstream of the Pax6 P0 minimal promoter to drive the expression of Cre and EGFP (A; LR-Cre Tg) or the expression of PaxB and Cre cDNAs (B; PaxB Tg) in bicistronic constructs via internal ribosomal entry site (IRES). Cre recombinase activity in LR-Cre (C) and PaxB transgenic (D) mice (detected using ROSA26R reporter mice) at E10.5. In comparison to PaxB transgenic mice the Cre recombinase activity in LR-Cre transgenic mice is much stronger in all developing eye tissues. Note the intensive staining in the presumptive retina of LR-Cre transgenic mice. Cryosections at the indicated embryonic stages from the LR-Cre (E,G) and PaxB transgenic (F,H) mice stained with hematoxylin and eosin. The morfology of E11.5 and E15.5 LR-Cre transgenic eyes appears normal as compared to PaxB transgenic mice despite stronger expression of Cre. Abbreviations used in this are as follows: l, lens; lp, lens pit; pr, presumptive retina. 
